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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
A PROCLAMATION 


Whereas, a Convention for the Amelioration of the 
Condition of the Woundee and the Sick of Armies in the 
Field was signed a t Geneva on July 27, Her ga: by the respecti- 
Plenipotentiaries of the United States/% bty-six 
other countries, the original of which Convention, 
being in the French language, is word for word as follows: 


(Translation 2) 
CONVENTION OF GENEVA OF JULY 27, 1929, FOR THE AMEL= 
IORATION OF THE CONDITION OF THE WOUNDED AND SICK 
OF A RMIES IN THE FIELD. 


The President of the German Reich, The President 
of the United States of America, the Federal President 


of the Republic of Austria, His Majesty the King of the 
Ee ’ 


Belgians, the President of the Republic of Bolivia, the 
President of the Republic of the United States of Brazil 
His Majesty the King of Great Britain, Ireland and the 
British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of India, 
His “ajesty the King of the Bulgarians, the President 
of the Republic of: Chile, the president of the Republic 
of China, the President of the Republic of Colombia 
the President of the Republic of Cuba, His “ajesty the 
King of Denmark and Iceland, the resident of the 
Dominican Republic, His “Majesty the King of Egypt, 
His Majesty the King of Spain, the President of the 
Republic of Estonia, the President of the Republic of 
Finland, the President of the French Republic, the 
President of the Hellenic Republic, His Serene Highness 
the Regent of Hungary, His Majesty the King of Italy, 
His Majesty the Emperor of Japan, the President of the 
Republic of Latvia, Her Royal Highness the Grand Duchess 
of Luxembourgh, the President of the United States of 
Mexico, the President of the Republic of Nicaragua, His 
Majesty the King of Norway, “er “ajesty the Queen of the 
Netherlands, His Imperial Majesty the Shah of- Persia, 
the Presidént of the Republic of Poland, the pradsaent 
of the Portuguese Repablic, His Majesty the King of 
Rumania, His Majesty the King of the Serbs, Creats and 
Slovenes, His Majesty the King of Slam, His Majesty the 
King of Sweden, the Swiss Federal Council, the President 
of the Czechoslovak Republic, the President of the 
Turkish Republic, the President of the Oriental Republic 
of [Jruguay, the “resident of the epublic of the United 
States of Venezuela, 

anyalty daetrats of ** * {steer an fan as Thea 
within thear pect, Sts svile insev-raole trem wir; 


sorfeet wa G277T. ta, for this vevpase, the 
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equally desirous of diminishing, so far as lies 
within their power, the evils inseparable from war, 
and wishing to perfects anc cumpi.cta, for this pu 
the provisions egroed uo. at Geneva, August 22, 1854, 
and July ©, 1296, to anelicoate the cenditzon cf tne 
wounded mc tha siax of a xwmies in the field, 

have decide G nvervion for this 
purpose, and hey 
plenipctentiarie 

(List of #2 


a Ge ‘ 

re appotas 1 folLLowing as their 
- ak ere 

a 


z ay 4 
enivote follows) 


Who, a“fter having sowminicated to each other their 
full powers, found to bo tn good and due form, have 
agreed as folicws: 


Chapter One. The “founded and Sick 
Article one, 


Officers, soldiers, and other persons officially 
a ttached to the arisies who ate wounded or sick shail 
be respected and provactic la ali aizcumstancess they 
shall be hvymaneity sreeted and cered For without dis- 
tinction of nationality by the belligerent in whese 
power tnsy are. 

A batligerent, however, when compelled to lesve 
his wountea or sick in the hands of his adversary, shall 
leave wlth them, so fer as military exigencies permit, 
a portion of he personne. and matericl of his sanitary 


service do a4sis€ tA’cd Pity for then. 
Article 2 


Subject to the care that mist/vaken of them under 
the prezeding article, the wounded and sick of an army 
who fali into the power of the cther belligerent shall 
become prisoners of war, and the general rules of inter « 
national iaw in pespect to prisoners of war shall become 
applicaodle to them, 

The beliigerents shall remain free, however, to 
agree upon such clauses to the benefit of the wounded 
and sick prisoners as they may deem of value over and 
above already existing obligations. 


Article 3 


After every engagement, the belligerent who re- 
mains in pessession of the field of battle shall take 
measures to search for the wounded and the dead to pro- 
tect them from robbery and ill-treatment. 
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Alocal armistice or cessation of fire to enable to 
removal of wounded left between the lines shall be arran~ 
ged whenever circumstances permit. 


Article 4 


Belilgerents shail mituaily forvard to each other 
€S soon a3 pos3.tle the names of the wounded, sick and 
dead taken in charge or discovered by them, as well as 
all indications which may serve for their identification. 

They shail draw up and forward to each other death 
certificates, 

They shall collect and likewise forward to @ch other 
all objects of personal use found on the fié1a of battle 
er on the dead, especially one-half of their identity 
planue, the other half remejning attached to the Sody 

They shail see that a careful examination, if poss= 
ible, medical, is made of the bodies of the dead prior 
to their interment or cremation, with view to verifing 
their death, establishing their identity, and in order t 
to be able © furnish a report thereon, 

They shail further see that they are honorably 
buried md thas the graves are treated with respect and 
ma y a lways be found again, 

For this purpose, and at the outbreak of hostilities 
they shall %fYicially organize a service of graves in 
order to render any later exhumaticn possible and to 
make certain of the identity of bodies even though they 
may have been moved from grave to giave, 

Upon the termination of hostilities they shall 
exchange lists of graves and of dead buried in their 
cemeteries and elsewhere, 


Article 5 


The military authority may make an appeal to the 
charitable zeal of the intabitants to receive and, under 
its supervision, to care for, the wounded or sick of the 
armies, granting to persons responding to such appeals 
special protection and certain facilities. 


CHAPTER II. Sanitary Form:tions and Establishments. 
Article 6 
Mobile sanita ry formations, 1.e,, those which are 
intended to accompany armies in the field, and the fixed 


establishments belonging to the sanitary service shall 
be protected and respected by the belligerents, 
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Article 7 


The protection due to sanitary formation and est~ 
ablishments shall cease if they are uged to commit acts 
injurious to the enemy, 


Article 8 


A sanitary formation or establishment shall not be 
deprived of the protection accorded by Article 6 by the 
fact: 

1) that the personnel of the formation or estab= 
lishment is armed and uses its arms in self-defence or 
in defense of its wounded and sick; 

2) that in the absence of armed hospital attend- 
ants the formation is guarded by an armed detachment or 
by sentinels; 

3) that hand firearms or ammnition taken from the 
wounded and sick and not yet turned over to the proper 
authorities are found in the formation or establishment 3 

4) that there is found in the formation or establish- 


ment personnel or materiel of the veterinary service which 
does not integrally belong to it. 


CHAPTER III. Personnel 
Article 9 


The personnel charged exclusively with the removal, 
transportation, and treatment of ‘the wounded and sick, 
as well as with the administration of se-itary form- 
ations and establishments, and the chaplains attached to 
armies, shall_be respected and protected under all cir- 
cumstances, If they fall into the hands of the enemy 
they shall not be treated as prisoners of war. 

Military personnel which has received special in- 
structions to *e used when necesssry as auxiliaty 
attendants or litter bearers inthe removal, transportat-= 
ion and treatment of the wounded and sick, and bearing an 
identification document, shall benefit by the same 
conditions as the permanent sanitary personnel if they 
are captured at the mement when they are fulfilling 
these functions. 


Article 10 


The personnel of volunteer aid societies, duly 
recognized and authorized by theit Government, who are 
employed in the same functions as the personnel contem-= 
plated in Article 9, paragraph 1. are assimilated tm that 

pertscrinel dpot condftiorw.:Mikewtthe said societies shall 

be subjett to’ military Iaws and refulations. =e 
Each High Contracting Party ~shall make known ‘to the 
othcr, either in time‘of pea¢e.or. t the opentye or dur 


bi 
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before actual employment, the names of the societies 
which it has authorized to rerder assistance, under its 
responsibility, in the official sanitary service of its 
armies, 


Article 11 


A recognized society of a neutral country may only. lend 
the services of its sanitary personnel and formatiors to 
a belligerent with the prior consent of its own Govern, 
ment and the authority of such belligerent, 

The belligerent who has accepted such assistance 
shall be required to notiffy the enemy before making 
any use thereof, 


Article 12 


The persons described in Articles 9, 10 and 11 
may not be detained after they have fallen into the 
power of the adversa ry. 

Unless thero-is’an agreement to the contrary, they 
shall be sent back tothe belligerent to whose service *. 
they are attached as soon as a way is open for their 
return and military exigencies permit, 

While waiting to be returned, they shall continue 
in the exercise of their functions under the direction 
ofthe adversary; they shall be assigned preferably to 
the care of the wounded and sick of the belligerent to 
whose service they are attached. 

At the time of their dena rture they may carry 
with them such effects, instruments, arms and means of 
transport as belong to them. 


Article 13 


While they remain in their power, belligerents 
shall secure to the personnel mentioned in Articles 9. 
10, and 11, the same maintenance and quarters, pay and 
allowances, as to persons of corresponding rank in their 
own armies. 

At the outbreak of hostilities the belligerents 
shall reach an understanding on the corresponding ranks 
of their sanitary personnel. 


CHAPTER IV. Buildings and Materiel. 
Article 14 


le mobile sanitary formations, whatever may be their 
nature, fall into the power of the adversary, they shall 
retain their materiel, their means of transportation, 


and their conducting personnel. 
=, So Kae rib by La "od 4v, however, she il 
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The competent military authority, however, shall 
have the right to 2mploy them in caring fo tho wotnded 
and sick; restitution sholl teke place in accordance 
"ith th conditions preserihbed for the sanitary personnel 
and as far as possible at tho same time, 


Article 15 


Buildings and materiel of the fixed Sanitary es- 
tablishments of the army shall remain subject to the 
las of war, but may not be diverted from their use so 
long as they are necessary for tho wounded and sick, 

However, commanders of troops engaced in operations 
may use them in case of urgent militery necessity if, 
before such use, the wounded and sick tre-tea there 
have been provided for, 


Artiéle 16 


The buildinzs of aid societies admitted to the 
benefits of the Conventicn shall be regnrded as 
private proverty. 

The materiel of these societies, irrespective 
of its location, shall likewise bo regarded as 
private property. 

The right of reouisition recognized to belligerents 
by the laws and customs of war shall be exercised only 
in exse of urgent necessity and after the wounded and 
sick have been provided for. 


CH PTER V. Sanitzry Trarsports, 
Article 17 


Vehicles equipped for sanitary evacuation traveling 
singly cr in convoy shall be treated as mobile sanitary 
formations subject to the followi provisions: 

* belligerent inteorceptin:: sanitary transoortation 
vchicles, traveling either sinvly or in convoy, may, if 
required by military necessity, ston thom and break up 
the convoy, charzine himself in all cases with the eare 
of the wounded and sick whon it contains. He may only 
utilize such vchicles in the sector wherein they were 
intercepted and exclusively for sanitary needs. ‘hen 
their local mission is at an end, these vchicles mst 
be returned under the conditions stipulated in Article 14 

Military personnel assigned by competent orders 
for sanitary transportation purposes shill be returned 
under the conditions stipulated in irticle 12 for=san- 
itary personnel, and subject to the provisions of the 
last paragraph of Article 18, 

All means of trensnortation esnecinlly organized 
for evacuation purposes, as well as, their anpurtenances 


CONPEPREEH WER EABTRRDYS SPONECE® GhAbL eRe goturMed in 
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Militery meens of trensporteticn and their teems, 
ot*er t*an tose betergingtto the sanitary service, may 
be ceptured. 

Tre civil personnel end all means of trensportetion 
obtained by requisition stall be subject to te general 
rules of interaational law, 


Article 18 


Aircreft used és a me of sanitary trensportetion 
s*all enjoy tre protect} tee Gomention during 
such time as t*ey are sly resorved for tre 
evacuation of vwound-d and sick end for tre trensport- 
ation of sanitery vne~sotme! end meteriel. 

end srall bear 


Excepting wit’ special end express permission, a 
flight over tre firing-line, as well as over t*e zone 
situeted in front of t’'e mejor mediczl1 dressing stetions, 
end in generel over eny territory vader t*e control of 
or occupied by the enemy s*all be forbidden. 

Sanitery aircreft must comply wit e11 surmons 
to lend. 

In case of 2 lending t’us required or rede 
accidentelly upon territory occupied by t*e enemy, 
the woundec and sick, as well as tre sanitary personnel 
and meteriel. incivding t*e circreft, s*ell benefit by 
the provisions ci t*e present conventicn. 

The pilot, mec’anics, ani wireless operstors who 
have been capture s*ell be returecd of coiudition of 
only being utilized in tre sanitary service until t*e 
termin: tion of hostiiities, 


CY’APTLR VI. Tre Distinctive Sign 
Article 19 


Out of respect to Switzerlend t’'e hereldic emblem 
of tre red cross on a wite ground, formed by t*e 
reversal of t*e Federel colors, is contiiwed es t*e erblem 
and distinctive sign of tre sanitery service of ermies. 
WYowever, for countries wic el esdy use, es 
distinctive sign, in plece of t'e red cross, t*e red 
cre-cent or t*e red lion end sun on wite field, t'ese 
emblems s*ell like ise be recognized within tte reen- 
ing of t*e present Convention. 


Article 20. 


The emblem s*all eppeer on flegs end brasserds, 
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as well as unron all materiel, apvertaining to the sani- 
ary service, with the permission of the comnetent military 
authority. 


Article 21 


The personnel protected in virtue of the first 
paragraph of Article 9 and Articles 10 and 11 shall 
wear attached to the left arm a brassard bearing the 
distinctive sign, issued and stamped by a competent milit«~ 
ary authority. 

The personnel mentioned in Article 9 paragraphs 1 
and 2, shall be furnished with an identification document 
consisting either of an inscrint’on in their military 
booklet or a specicl document. 

Persons mentioned ir ‘rticles 10 end 11 who do 
not wear military uniform shall be furnished by com- 
petent military authority with a certificate of identity 
cont: ining their photograph ard attesting to their 
sanitary status. 

Identification documents must be vniform and of 
the same type in éachsarmy.o” +’ °% > >», 

The sanitary personnel may in no case be deprived 
of their insignia nor of theqr own identification pavers, 

In case 0 loss they shall have the right to obtain 
duplicates. 


Article 22 


The distinctive flag of the Convention may only ve dis- 

peeps ayer the sanitary formations and establishments 

w oer cdhaeBonvention provides shell be respected, and 

with the consent of the military authorities. In fixed 
establishments it shall, and in mobile formations it 

may, be acGomoanied by the netional flag of the belli- 
gerent to whose service the formation or estsblishment 

is attached. 


Sanitary formations which have fallen into the 
power of the enemy, however, shall fly no other flag 
than that of the Convention as long as they continue 
in that situation, 

The belligerents, in so far as military exigencies 
allow, shall take such measures as may be necessary to 
render the distinctive emblems marking sanitary formations 
and establishments plainly visible to the land, air, and 
sea forces of the enemy, with a view to preventing the 
possibility of any aggressive action. 


Article 23 


The sanitary formations of neutral countries, which, 
under the conditions set forth in Article ll, have been 
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authorized to render their services, shall fly, with 
the flag of the Convention, the n tional fleg of the 
belligerent to which they are attached. 

They shall. have the right during such time as 
they are rendering service to a belligerent to fly 
their own n tion. flse. 

The provisior. of the second varsgravh of the 
preceding article are apnlicable to them. 


article 24 


The emblem of the red cross on a white ground 
snd the vords xED CROSS or GlZNEVA CROSS may be used, 
whether in time of neace or war, only to protect oF 
designate sanitary formations and establishments, the 
personnel and materiel orotected hy the Convention. 

The same shall apply with resnect to the emblems 
mentioned in the second paragravh of Article 19 for 
such countries as use then. 

Moreover, the volunteer aid societies provided 
for under article 10 may, in corformity with their 
national legislation, employ the distinctive emblem 
for their himenitarian activities in time of pveace. 

As an exceptional messure and with the spvecific 
authotization of one of th> nationol Red Cross Societ- 
les (Red Cresent, Red Lion and Sun), the use of the 
emblem of the Convention may be alloved in peace time 
to designate the location of relief stations reserved 
exclusively to giving free assistance to wounded or sick. 


CH*\PTER VII. The Anplication and Execution of the 
Convention, 


Article 25 


The provisions of the present Convention shall 
be respected by the High Yontrecting Parties under all 
circumstances, 

If, in time of war, a belligerent is not a 
party to the Convention, its provisions shall never- 
theless remain in force as between all the belligerents 
who are parties to the Convention. 


Article 26 


It shall be the duty of the commanders-in-chief 
of the belligerent armies to provide for the details 
of execution of th> foregcing articles, as well as for 
unforeseen cases, in accordance with the instructions 
of their respective Governnents, and conformably to 
the general principles of this Convention. 
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Article 27 


The High Contracting Parties shall take the 
necessary steps to acquaint thetr troops, and part- 
icularly the protected personnel, with the provisions 
of this Convention, and to make them known to the 
veople at lsrge. 


CH.PTER VIII. The Repression of buses and Infractions 
Article 28 


The Governments of the High Contrecting Parties 

whose legislation mav not nov be adeoucte shall take or 
shallrecommend to their legisl: tures such measures ¢#s 
may be recessary et all tines: 

a) to prevent the use by private persons or by 
societies other than those upon which this Convention 
confers the right thereto, of the emblem or of the 
name of the RED CROSS or GENEVA CROSS, as well as any 
other sign or designation constituting an imitation 
thereof, whether for commercial or other purposes: 

b) by reason of the homage rendered to Switzer- 
land as a result of the adovtion of the inverted 
Federal colors, to prevent the use, by private versons 
or by organizations, of the arms of the Swiss Confeder- 
ation or of signs consituting an imitation thereof, 
whether as trede-marks, commercial labels, or portions 
thereof, or in any way contrary to commercial ethévs, 
or under conditions wounding Swiss n tional pride, 

The prohibition mentioned in subparagraph a) of 
the use of signs or desigignationso?® the PED CROSS or 
GENEVA CROSS, as well as the nrohibition mentioned in 
subparagri.ph b) of the use of the arms of the Swiss 
Confederation or signs consituting an imitation thereof 
shall take effect from the time set in each act of 
legislation and at the latest five years efter this 
Convention goes into effect. After such gcing into 
effect it shall be unlawfvl to take out a trade-=- 
mark or commercial lebel contrary to such prohibitions, 


Article 29 


The Gove nments of the High Contracting “arties 
whose penal lays may not be adequate, shall likewise 
take or recommend to their legislatures the necessary 
measures to repress in time of war all acts in contra- 
vention of the provisions of the present Convention. 

They shall conmuniate to one another throvgh the 
Swiss Federal Council the measures taken with a view 
to such repression, not later than five years from 
the date of the ratification of the present Convention, 
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Article 30 


At the request of a belligerent, an investigation 
must be held, in such manner as shall be agreed upon 
by the intrested parties, conearning any alleged vio- 
lation of the Convention; whenever such a violation is 
proved, the belligcrents shali. put an end to it and 
repress it as promntly as possible. 


FINAL PROVISICNS 
Article 31 


The present Convention, which will bear the date 
of this dey, mzy be signed up to February 1, 1930, on 
behalf of all the countries represerted at the Confer- 
ence which orened at Geneva on July 1. 1929, as well 
as by the countries not represented at the Conference 
which sre parties to the Geneva Conventions of 1864 
or of 1906, 


Article 32 


The present Convention shall be ratified as soon 
as possible. 

The ratifications shall be deposited at Berne. 

A record of the deposit of each instrument of 
ratification shall be preprred, a duly certified copy 
of which shnll] be forwarded by the Swiss Federal Council 
tc the Governments of all the countries on whose behalf 
the Convention has been signed or notification of 
adhesion made. 


Article 33 


The present Convention stall become effective six 
months after the deposit of at least two instruments of 
ratification. 

Subsequently, it shell become effective for cach 
High Contracting Party six months after tho denosit if 
its instrument of ratification. 


Article 34 
The present Convention shall replace the Convent- 


ions of August 22, 1864 and of July 6, 1906, in the 
relations bétiieen the High Contracting Parties. 
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Article 35 


From the date on which it becomes effective, the 
present Convention sHalirbe+opén for adhesions given 
on behalf of any country in whose n me this Convention 
was Rot signed. 


Article 36 


Adhesions shall be piven by written notification 
addressed to the Swiss Federal ouneil and shell take 
effect six monthg after the date of their receipt. 

The Swiss Federal Council shall communicate adhes- 
ions to the Governments of all th: countries on whose 
behalf the Convention was signed or notification of 
adhesion mde, 


Article 37 


A state cf war shall give immediate effect to 
ratifications deposited or adhesions notified by bellig- 
erent Powers prior to or sfter the outbreak of hostilities 
The communication of ratifientions or adhesions received 
from Powers at war shall be made by the Swiss Federal 
Council by the most rapid method. 


Article 38 


Each of the High Contracting Parties shall heve the 
right to denounce the present Convention. The denuncie- 
tion shall not take effect until one year after notification 
has been made in writing to the Swiss Federal Council. 
The latter shall communicate sich notification to the 
Governments of alithe High Contracting Parties. 

The denunciation shail -have effect_obly-with + 
respect to the High Contracting Party which gave 
notification of it. 

Moreover, such denunciation shall not take effect 
during a war in which the denouncing Power is involved, 
In this case, the present Convention shall continue in 
effect, beyond the period on one year, until th> econ~ 
clusion of peace. 


Article 39 


A duly certifed copy of the present Convention 
shall be deposited in th» archives of tho Leazue of 
Nations by th> Swiss Fecerel Council. Likewise, mtificatims 
adhesions... and denuncistions of which the Swiss 
Federal Council has been noti»ed!shall be communicated 
by it to the League of Nations. 


a ee eee 


Si sss cers 


_eoeoo ———— 
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IN FAITH "EERSOF, the Plenipotentiaries named 
above have sirned the present Convention. 

Done at Genevni, tho Twenty-seventh of July, one 
thousand nine hundred and twinty-nine, in a single 
covy, which shall remain in the archives of thr Swiss 
Confederation and duly certifed copies 6f which shall 
be forwarded to the Governments of all the countries 
invited to the Conference. 


(Signatures follow) 


